Music during Henry VIII’s Early Years
Henry grew up surrounded by affluent composers, William Cornysh and
William Newarke within his father, Henry VII’s royal court. This probably
led to him being interested in composing his own music throughout his
own reign.
Henry was reported to be a musically gifted as a child; being able to play
the lute, organ, keyboard, recorder, flute, and harp.
It was also reported that Henry had a wonderful singing voice.

Music during Henry VIII’s Reign
During Henry’s reign the number of musicians within the court grew from
an estimated 6 to 58.
Music was changed forever throughout Henry’s reign as the music became
less and less spiritual and more and more about Henry himself. As well as
this, the music that Henry wrote featured his favourite pastimes, rather
than God, and an example of this is his famous composition ’Pastyme With
Good Companye’.
Henry’s replacement of God within music did not go unnoticed by his subjects; John Fisher, Henry VIII’s godfather, was executed for suggesting that
Henry was trying to replace God.
Henry invested a lot money into music and founded musical colleges such
as Christ Church, Oxford, Trinity, and Cambridge in order to educate the
next generation of highly skilled choristers.

Henry VIII’s Great Matter
With the growth of music, it became more accessible for people of a lower status than Henry and his court.
Although this allowed people from the lower classes to become highly respected and sought after choristers, it also allowed the people to alter the lyrics of
the songs to express their feelings about the monarch.
One famous alteration of a Tudor song about King Henry and queen Anne referred to them as ‘the fat schismatic’ and ‘the goggle-eyed whore’.

Elizabeth Barton
Elizabeth Barton was also known as the “Holy Maid of Kent”. She had
served William Warham (the archbishop of Canterbury) and in 1525, she
had fallen ill and had started to have trances and “utter prophecies”.
After these “prophecies” had begun, she quickly gained fame and devotees and eventually these trances would become more precise.
Elizabeth began to threaten Henry VIII. She
started to claim that he should not go
through with the annulment of his marriage
with Catherine of Aragon and to cancel
plans to marry Anne Boleyn, otherwise
there would be dire consequences.
Eventually, her claims were approaching
treason due to the treason act in 1534.
Thomas Cranmer (new Archbishop of Canterbury) had begun his investigation. She
confessed—with no torture—that these
trances were faked. Barton
was executed on the 21st of
April 1534.

Music during the reign of Edward VI
Edward was greatly different to
his father, in which he did not
believe that music belonged in
the Church.
With the introduction of Edward’s Common Book of Prayer, music was removed from
the Church.
During Henry VIII’s reign he
had introduced a law preventing people from altering
the lyrics of songs to insult
the monarchy, which resulted
in punishment for those who
were discovered; Edward
abolished this law.

Thomas Tallis however, remained a
prominent composer throughout Edward’s reign (as well as Henry’s,
Mary’s, and Elizabeth’s) but his music
was not ultilised by Edward as it had
been by Henry.
Edward also closed all the choir
schools that had been established
throughout his father’s reign and before, instead opening grammar
schools for the nobility.

Printing Press
Johannes Gutenberg invented the first printing press in 1429. Gutenberg
was a German goldsmith however his creation of the first printing press
revolutionised the world as the printing reduced the cost of printing as
well as allowing literature to quickly spread all across Europe. This allowed music, poetry , literature and religion to be widely discussed which
would eventually aid Martin Luther in his reformation off the Catholic
church and subsequent start of the Protestant doctrine

Gutenberg’s first printing press

Elizabethan
Culture

Fashion In the Early 1400s
As Europe began to grow, the urban middle classes and skilled workers
began to wear more complex clothes. Fashion began to take a temporal
aspect. People could now be dated by their clothes and wearing “out of
date "clothes became a social concern.

Womenswear
Fashion was characterised by extremes and extravagances. For example
the voluminous gowns called houppelandes sewn together with sweeping floor-length sleeves and revealing doublets based upon Renaissance
Italy. For headwear, hats, hoods, and other headdresses were increasing
in importance. Some were draped, jewelled, and feathered.

Menswear
The main clothes men wore in this period consisted of a shirt, doublet
and hose with some kind of overgrown. Linen shirts were worn under
the other clothes. Towards the end of the period shirts were full bodied,
sleeves were pulled through the slashings or piecing of the doublet
sleeves to make puffs focusing especially at the elbow and the back of
the arm.

Elizabeth 1st And Her Influence
Towards Music
Background
Elizabeth came into power in 1558 and unfortunately inherited
problems with religion, poverty and foreign policy. Recent
historians actually believe that when she came to the throne
the country was about to collapse. However, despite what
anyone thought if her, she managed to restore the stability
and the status of the monarchy.
Elizabeth encouraged the “Gloriana” myth and commissioned
portraits which presented her as pure and powerful. Her reign
was a time of art, music and literature: “She is only a woman,
only a mistress of half an island and yet she makes herself
feared by Spain, by France, by all,” – Pope Sixtus V
The Protestants of the time portrayed Elizabeth as a saviour,
sent by God. This was reinforced by the propaganda portraits
that Elizabeth commissioned which included many symbols of
power and purity.
Throughout her reign, her main priority was the peace and
stability of her realm. She wanted her church to appeal to both
Catholics and Protestants and did not want want to move the
church in a more Protestant direction, thus making it more
difficult for Catholics to accept the church that it was already.
Elizabeth had little sympathy with Protestant extremists who
wanted to strip the church of its finery, ban choral music,
vestments and bell ringing. She liked her church the way it
was! Elizabeth had hoped that by keeping the church the way
it was her people would become accustomed to it. She wanted
her church to be popular with her people and for Catholicism
to die out naturally and to turn to the religion which she
established.

Religion And Music
During the Elizabethan Era, English art and high culture
reached a pinnacle known as the height of the English
Renaissance. Elizabethan music experienced a shift in
popularity from sacred to secular music and the rise of
instrumental music.

The church was a major influence for music in the 16th century
and hundreds of hymns were written for the church. The style
of music was known as choral polyphony and many
composers who wrote for the church also wrote for royalty.
Professional musicians were employed by the Church of
England, the nobility and the rising middle class.

Elizabeth’s Love Of Music
Elizabeth was very fond of music. She played the lute and
virginal amongst others. She also felt dancing was a great form
of physical exercise and during her reign she employed 70
musicians to play for her whilst she danced. The interests of
the queen were expected to be adopted by her subjects and
all noblemen were expected to be experienced with the lute.
“Any young woman unable to take her proper place in a vocal
or instrumental ensemble became the laughing stock of
society”

Theatre Music
Theatre music became increasingly popular. People needed a
way of communicating through many different moods to
reflect the plots of the plays and heighten the drama. The
Renaissance saw the linking of the arts with everyday past
times which helped bring music into theatre. William
Shakespeare, along with Elizabeth encouraged this to happen.
The Elizabethan Golden Age saw the emergence of the
Anthem, the Madrigal, the Mosque and Opera.

New Composers
Under the reign of Elizabeth, there were not only new music
schools but also new great composers such as John Dowland
and Thomas Tallis.
Thomas Tallis in particular is considered to be one of England’s
greatest composers. There is suggestion that he was a child
(boy chorister) of the Chapel Royal, St James’s Palace, the
same singing establishment which later joined as a gentleman.
His first known musical appointment was in 1532 as organist
of Dover Priory (now Dover College) a Benedictine Priory in
Kent.

Throughout his service to successive monarchs as organist and
composer, Tallis avoided the religious controversies that raged
around him, though, like William Byrd, he stayed an unformed
Roman Catholic. Tallis was capable of switching the style of his
compositions to suit the different monarchs vastly different
demands.
In 1575, Queen Elizabeth granted Tallis and Byrd a 21 year
monopoly for polyphonic music and a patent to print and
publish music, which was of the first arrangements of that
type in the country. Tallis’s monopoly covered “set songs or
songs in parts and he composed in English, Latin, French,
Italian or other tongues as long as they served for music in the
church or chamber.
Tallis had exclusive rights to print any music in any language.
He and William Byrd were the only ones allowed to use the
paper that was used in printing music. They both used their
monopoly to produce Cantiones quae ab argumento sacrae
vacantur in 1575 but the collection did not sell well and they
appealed to Queen Elizabeth for her support.

Did Henry VIII Pass His Musical Talents To
Elizabeth?
Looking back into the reign of Henry VIII, perhaps Elizabeth got
her love of music from him, her father. Henry was known to be
the most musically gifted in the family as he could play the
lute, the organ and other keyboards, recorders, the flute and
harp and he could also sing.

The printing press - Henry VIII and Edward VI

Johannes Gutenberg was a German inventor who created the printing press
in about 1440. The Tudors were early patrons of this new technology. The
mother of King Henry VII, Margaret Beaufort played a leading role in
public and cultural life at the end of the fifteenth and beginning of the
sixteenth century. She was a generous patron of education, establishing
Christ’s and St John’s Colleges, she also bequeathed several collections
of mediaeval literature and other priceless historical documents to
Cambridge. Lady Margaret was also a keen patron of the Arts, an
enthusiastic, passionate and critical reader, and in 1489 she
commissioned William Caxton to produce an English translation and the
printing of Blanchardin et Eglantine, a thirteenth-century romance. In
1503 and 1506, Lady Margaret commissioned the printing of two French
translations of devotional works, Book four of the The imytacyon and
folowynge the blessed lyfe of our sauyour Cryste by Thomas à Kempis
and the The mirroure of golde for the synfull soule..This machine
revolutionised the printing process and meant books could be produced on
mass and led to the ease of printing in an art context.

Henry VIII
o Professor Christopher Warner has studied the impact of the
printing press during the reign of King Henry VIII. He argues that
there was a rivalry between the King’s official printer, Thomas
Berthelet and the printer who was employed by Sir Thomas More.
o The court initiated a propaganda campaign to represent to the
public the justice of the king’s position in wishing to divorce
Catherine of Aragon, and the injustice of a pope exercising
temporal powers (interfering with secular matters) with England.
o The printing press was used by authors and printers. They now
utilized their work in order to effect change in the political system
and to assert their own ideas and opinions into the minds of other
subjects
o Used the printing press for self-promotion several times before the
1530s, commissioning Richard Pynson, royal printer before
Thomas Berthelet, to publish besides the statues and
proclamations tracts that would generate support for the
government’s policies and actions
o for the situation regarding his marriage, print culture began to
subtly think somewhat independently
o In 1516, Thomas More published his work Utopia, a book that
freely conveyed what More thought would create a perfect society.
Henry VIII strategically offered him a chancellorship. It
conveniently includes the acceptable process of divorce.

o Instead of remaining complacent to their monarchs, printers
exercised the ability to voice their political opinions through the
work they were charged with.
o Even though More wrote and published his work in order to convey
his own political thoughts, the presence of political print was still
fresh, and Henry VIII felt it necessary to utilize More and his work
as part of his propaganda program.

Edward VI
o Edward Seymor used the press in propaganda to popularise his
protestant reforms. Ended prior censorship of Henry VIII’s reign.
Extended relative freedom of discussion to protestants but not to
Catholics
o Did not permit full freedom of press but greater freedom to one
faction then any before George III
o massive amount of publication appeared during the early part of
Edward VI's reign

The style they adopted was
more influenced by
the Northern Mannerism of
the Low countries than
Italy, among other features
it used versions of
the Dutch gable,
and Flemish strapwork in
geometric designs.

Architecture during the
Elizabethan era
Elizabethan architecture refers to
buildings of aesthetic ambition constructed during the reign of Queen
Elizabeth I of England and Ireland
from 1558-1603.

The era sits between the long era of dominant architectural patronage of ecclesiastical buildings by the Catholic Church which ended abruptly at the Dissolution of
the Monasteries from c.1536, and the advent of a court
culture of pan-European artistic ambition

Into the sixteenth century, illustrated continental pattern-books introduced a wide
range of architectural examplars, fuelled by
the archaeology of classical Rome which inspired myriad printed designs of increasing
elaboration and abstraction.

In contrast to her father Henry VIII, Elizabeth commissioned no new royal palaces,
and very few new churches were built, but
there was a great boom in building domestic houses for the well-off, largely due
to the redistribution of eccleciastical lands
after the Dissolution.

It was also at this time that the long gallery became popular in English houses.
This was apparently mainly used for walking in, and a growing range
of parlours and withdrawing
rooms supplemented the main living room
for the family, the great chamber.
The great hall was now mostly used by the
servants, and as an impressive point of
entry to the house.

'Hardwick Hall - more glass than wall'

The actual architecture of Middle class houses
was similar to traditional medieval styles. But
Elizabethan Houses were framed with massive
upright, vertical timbers. These vertical timbers were often supported by diagonal timbers. The wattle walls were daubed with mortar and whitewash was then applied. Other
features of the Elizabethan house were high
chimneys, overhanging first floors, pillared
porches, dormer windows and thatched roofs
gave Elizabethan architecture its striking
effects.

Important examples of Elizabethan architecture include:
Audley End
Blickling Hall
Charterhouse (London)
Condover Hall (Shropshire)
Danny House
Hatfield House
Longleat House
Wollaton Hall
Rainthorpe Hall

